PREFACE
By SIR E. D. SIMON
MY wife and I had long felt that the best way to attempt to
understand something of the great Russian experiment would
be to study a single aspect of Russian life which would bring
us into effective contact with Russians dealing with a kind
of work which we understood. We decided, therefore, to
investigate the city government of Moscow, my wife dealing
with educational administration, while I tackled housing
and town planning. We were fortunate in securing the
collaboration of Professor Jewkes and Dr. Robson to deal
with the wider aspects of the work of the Mossoviet in finance
and administration respectively which we thought would
be necessary to a proper understanding of education and
housing. We regret that it was not possible to deal with other
important aspects of the work of the Mossoviet, particularly
public health.
We found it exceedingly difficult to get printed informa-
tion; in spite of efforts continued for many months, we got
almost nothing in advance of our visit, and even while in
Moscow we got comparatively little. But we were received
in the most friendly manner by leading members and officials
of the Mossoviet, who gave us, in some cases individually, in
some cases jointly, interviews lasting from two to four hours,
during which they explained the work on which they were
engaged and answered our questions not only patiently, but,
so far as we could judge, quite frankly as regards all matters
dealing with the affairs of the Mossoviet.
We spent four weeks in Moscow, and so far as it was
practicable each of us interviewed those officials of the
Mossoviet and of the national government who were con-
cerned \vith our own specialities. Some of us also paid short
visits to Leningrad and Kharkov. We met each day to talk
matters over, and found the mutual discussion and criticism
helpful. But we did not always reach full agreement: for
example, Professor Jewkes and Dr, Robson both dissociate
themselves from some of the statements and views of the